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One

Pip knew where they lived.

Everyone in Little Kilton knew where they lived.

Their home was like the town's own haunted house;

people's footsteps quickened as they walked by and their

words strangled and died in their throats. Shrieking children

would gather on their walk home from school, daring one

another to run up and touch the front gate.

But it wa_sn't haunted by ghosts, just three sad people trying
to live their lives as before. A house not haunted by flickering

lights or spectral falling chairs, but by dark spray-painted

Ietters of Scum Family and stone-shattered windows.

Pip had always wondered why they didn't move. Not that
they had to; they hadn't done anything wrong. Bur she didn't
know how they lived like that.

Pip knew a great many things; she knew that

hippopotomonstrosesquipedaliophobia was the technical term

for the fear of long words, she knew that babies were born

without kneecaps, she knew verbatim the best quotes from
Plato and Cato, and that there were more than four thousand

types of potato. But she didn't know how the Singhs found the

strength to stay here. Here, in Kilton, under the weight of so

many widened eyes, of the comments whispered just loud

enough to be heard, of neighbourly small talk never stretching

into long talk anY more'

It was a particular cruelty that their hous

Limle Kilton Grammar School' where both t

Srngh had gone, where Pip would return for

iewweeks whenthe AuguSt-pickled sun dippt

Pip stopped and rested her hand on ttre tl

braver than half the town's kids' Her e-Yes t

to the front door' It might only look like a

was a rumbling chasm between where sh

dere. It was possible that this was a YerF

considered that' The morning sun was h

already feel her knee pits growing stickc ir

idea or a bold idea' And yet' history's gro

advised bold over safe; their words good p

worst ideas.

Snubbing the chasm with the soles of he

uP to the door and, pausing for iust a s€col

sure, knocked three times' Her tense reflet

her: the long dark hair sun-dyed a lighter b:

pale face, despite a week iust spent in the :

sharp muddy green eyes braced for impao

The door opened with the clatter of a

double-locked click'

'He11o?' he said, holding the door I

folded over the side' Pip blinked to brez

couldn't help it' He looked so much lrke I

from all those television reports and
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The Sal fading from her adolescent memory. Ravi had his

brother's messy black side-swept hair, thick arched eyebrows

and oaken-hued skin.

'Hello?' he said again.

'IJm . . .' Pip's put-on-the-spot charmer refler kicked in too

late. Her brain was busy processing that, unlike Sal, he had a

dimple in his chin, just like hers. And he'd grown even taller

since she last saw him. 'Um, sorry hi.' She did an awkward

half-wave that she immediately regretted.

'Hi?'

'Hi, Ravi,'she said. 'I . . . you don't know me . . . I,m pippa

Fitz-Amobi. I was a couple of years below you ar school before

you left.'

'oK...',
'I was just wondering if I could borrow a jiffy of your time?

'Well, not a jiffy . . . Did you know a jiffy is an actual

measurement of time? It's one one-hundredth of a second, so

. . . can you maybe spare a few sequential jiffies?,

Oh god, this is what happened when she was nervous or

backed into a corner; she started spewing useless facts dressed

up as bad jokes. And the other thing: nervous pip turned four
strokes more posh, abandoning middle class to grapple for a

poor imitation of upper. 'lfhen had she ever seriously said

'jiffy'before?

'What?' Ravi asked, looking confused.

'Sorry, never mind,'Pip said, recovering. .So I,m doing my

EPQ at school and -'

Vhat's EPQ?'

'Extended Proiect Qualification' It's a prof

independently, alongside A levels' {su rn px

rant.'
'Oh, I never got that far in school" he said

I could.'

"r, well, I was wondering if You'd b

interviewed for mY Project"

Vhat's it about?' His dark eyebrows hu1

e.ces-

1Jm . . . it's about what happened five ye

Ravi exhaled loudly, his lip 6urling up in

pre-sPrung anger'

VhY?'he said'

'Because I don't think your brother fid i

to try to prove it.,



.'1r a^oJd ol iJl o-

Suro8 ru.1 pue - tI plp raqlo.rq rnod >luql lcuoP I asneJafl.

'pres aq.idqA,

:a8ue 3un;ds-a:;

a{rl palool tBLI.,vr ur dn Surlrnc dll tl.l {pno1 PalELIxe I^EU

,'o8e sread a,ry pauedduq lerl./v\ lnoqr s,ll ' ' ' rull.

's;'-=

sll ol JesolJ pa33nq smorqada {reP sIH (tlnoqe 1I s.leq6.

,'lcalord dut ro1 Pa,4 aL\JJl-

aq or Suqyr.tr aq p.no,( ;r Surrapuo.^A se.ry\ 1 '11e-u 'r1.

('PInCrl

sp uoos se Ua'L 'pIEs eq .'looqrs uI JeJ letll lo8 ra,tau I 'qO.

,'lU: '

no,( ordol due ltrd uBJ no1 'sle^al y aprs8uole tlluapuada: -

uo Iro,^ no,( lcalord e s(ll 'uollEcyrlen[ ra[or4 PaPualxf .

.iOdE s,ler{t\\.

ftu Sulop ur,I oS, .Eur-raaocar ,pres dr4 .:
'pasn uol Burloo; .::

ptes lJsnolres rela aqs perl ueq,l\ .rrJ.
u :o1 aldde-r8 ol sselc elpplur Buruopur-_.
Jno, peuJnl dr4 sno,rrau :Burql -rJrllo lut :
PossaJp slJB, sselesn Bumrads palJEls JUs :-_:

Jo snolJau se.,r\ Jrls uaqm pauaddeq rr;.,.,

,{segJII lErluanbas ,tra; e a-r-.;, .
os'puocas EIo qrpoJpunq_euo auo s.rJ r=_
IEnlce ue sr lgrl E 

^{oDJ 
no ( prq

iaunt rno( Jo $ll[ E.{.rorroq plnor J rr i_._-::

eroraq IoorIJS te nol 
^\oJaq 

sreelyo aJdnor e
eddr4 u,1. . . aru^{ou>lt.uop nol. . . 

L ?IEs

'Peuar8ar dlef erpourr e
Pr"^DI^\P uE plp eqs ..FI .lrros .u11, .uml l
rellEl uala umor8 p,eq puv .srarl o{ll 1sn! .u
E PBrl eq 'Je5 alrtun 'leql Bmsserord,(mq se_r

ool uI Pe{lPI xeller rauuBgf, lods_erp_uo_md s

"Isf,, pl
't+Is

szuorgale per{rr" 1o1qr .4eq rdaas_aprs >pe1q
slrl pBrl laey .lroureur 

luaJselop" rag Eoq



Production Log - Entry 1

lnterview with Ravi Singh booked in for Friday afternoon (take prepared
questions).

Type up transcript of interview with Angela Johnson.

The production log is intended to chart any obstacles you face
in your research, your progress and the aims of your final report. My
production log will have to be a little different: I'm going to record all
the research I do here, both relevant and irrelevant, because, as yet, I

don't really know what my final report will be, nor what will end up being
relevant. I don't know what I'm aiming for. I will just have to wait and see
what position I am in at the end of my research and what essay I can
therefore bring together. [This is starting to feel a little like a diary???]

l'm hoping it will not be the essay I proposed to Mrs Morgan. I'm
hoping it will be the truth. What really happened to Andie Bell on the
20th April 2012? And - as my instincts tell me - if Salil 'Sal,Singh is not
guilty, then who killed her?

I don't think I will actually solve the case and discover the person who
murdered Andie. l'm not a police oficer with access to a forensics lab
(obviously) and I am also not deluded. But I'm hoping that my research
will uncover facts and accounts that will lead to reasonable doubt about
Sal's guilt, and suggest that the police were mistaken in closing the case
without digging further.

So my research methods will actually be: interviewing those close to
the case, obsessive social media stalking and wild, WILD speculation.

lDoN'T LET MRS MORGAN SEE ANy OF THtS!!!l

The first stage in this project then is to research what happened
to Andrea Bell - known as Andie to everyone - and the circumstances
surrounding her disappearance. This information will be taken from news
articles and police press conferences from around that time.

[Write your references in now so you don't have to do it later!!!]

Pippa Fitz-Amobi

EPQ O1/08/2017

Copied and pasted from the first national news ou

u disapPearance:

Andrea Bell, 1Z was reported missing from her hor

&-rckingha mshi re, last FridaY'

She left home in her car - a black Peugeot 2O5 -
ptrcne, but did not take any clothes with her' Polke s;

s -comPletelY out of character"'

Police have been searching woodland near the far

reekend.

Andrea, known as Andie' is described as wtrite- fn

vith long blonde hair' lt is thought that she was weal

Hue cropped jumper on the night she went missiry

After everything happened' later art.icles had mo

Andie was l.ri ,""n alive and the time windov in vti

have been abducted'

Andie Bell was 'last seen alive by her younger s:

10:30 P.m. on the 20th APril2012;2

This was corroborated by the police in a press c

24s April:'CCTV footage taken from a securitycam

on Little Kilton High Street confirms that Andie s ca

away from her home at about 10:40 p'm"3

According to her parents'.lason and Dawn BelL

to pick (them) up from a dinner parliy at'12:45 a-m

show up or answer any of their phone calls' ttlery st

friends to see if anyone knew of her whereabouts I

police to report his daughter missing at 3:00 arn

So whatever happened to Andie Bell that night

10:40 P.m- and 12:45 a'm'

Here seems a good place to tyPe uP the trarrsl

interview yesterday with Angela Johnson'

1 www.gbtn.co'uVnews/uk-england-b ucks-S 4774390 23 /01/12

) w.thebuckinghamshiremail'co'uk'/news/crime-4839 
26/04t'?

3 www.gbtn.co.uk/news/uk-england-bucks-693884/i 
2t' -

I Forbfs, Stanley, 20'12, 'The Real Story of Andie Bell s < :
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from the Missing Persons Bureau

Angela: Hello.

Pip: Hi, is this Angela Johnson?

Angela: Speaking, yep. ls this Pippa?.

Pip: Yes, thanks so much for replying to my email.

Angela: No problem.

Pip: Do you mind if I record this interview so I can type it up later to
use in my project?

Angela: Yeah, that's fine. l'm sorry l've only got about ten minutes to
give you. So what do you want to know about missing persons?

Pip: Well, lwas wondering if you could talk me through what

. h.ppens when someone is reported missing? What's the
process and the first steps taken by the police?

Angela: So, when someone rings 999 or 
.l0l 

to report someone as

missing, the police will try to get as much detail as possible

so they can identify the potential risk to the missing person

and an appropriate police response can be made. The kinds

of details they will ask for in this first call are name, age,

description ofthe person, what clothes they were last seen

wearing, the circumstances of their disappearance, if going
missing is out of character for this person, details of any vehicle

involved. Using this information, the police will determine
whether this is a high-, low- or medium-risk case.

Pip: And what circumstances would make a case high-risk?

Angela: lf they are vulnerable because of their age or a disability, that
would be high-risk. lf the behaviour is out of character; then it is

likely an indicator that they have been exposed to harm, so that
would be high-risk.

Pip: Um, so, if the missing person is seventeen years old and it is

deemed out of character for her to go missing, would this be

considered a high-risk case?

k6ela: Oh, absolutely, if a minor is involved'

Pip: So how would the police respond to a high+t

Angela: Well, there would be immediate deployment c

the location the person is missing from' The <

acquire further details about the missing pec

6f thelr friends or partners' any heatth cordil

information in case they can be found urtren t

money. They will also need a number of recer

the person and, in a high-risk case' they-may

in case they are needed in subsequent forert

And, with consent of the homeowners' the k

searched thoroughly to see if the missing pe

or hiding there and to establish whether the

evidential leads' That's the normal procedur

Fip: So immediately the police are looking for an
' -r 

suggestions that the missing Person has ber

crime?

Angela: Absolutely' lf the circumstances of the disal

suspicious, oficers are always told 'if in dou

Of course, only a very small percentage of r

cases turn into homicide cases' but officers

document evidence early on as though the

a homicide'

Pip: And after the initial home address seandl r

nothing significant turns uP?

Angela: They will expand the search to the immecl

might request telephone informaUon' Thq

neighbours, anyone who may have reletrant

a young person' a teenageri who's missiry

cannot be assumed to know alt oftheir dr

acquaintances' Their peers are a good pot

other important contacts' you know' arry !

sort ofthing' And a press stratery is usua

appeals for information in the media can I

situations'
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